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AMKNDMENTS TO TliK CLAIMS 

This Kfstmi* ordaim^ will replace all prior versions and listings if claims in tlic 

appiiciition: 

LISTING OFOLAIJV1S: 
L canceled 

2, (on<;inal): A polypeptide consisling of the amino acid s«:qucncc represented 
by SEQ ID NO:2. 

3- (currently amended): A polyniiclcolidc coding ibr llic polypeptide 

according to otei nt I or cUuni 2. 

4. (original): An cxprcssiion vector comprising the polynuc leolidc according o 
claim 3. 

5. (original): A cell transformed with Ihc expression vector accordinu; to claiiii 4. 
6- (originai): A method for inspecting rheumatoid arthrilis. comprising ( 1) a »:lep 

ofmeasuring an expression level in a subject of 

i) a gene comprising the nucleotide sequence according lo claim 3, or 

ii) a gene comprising a nucleotide sequence of a polynucleotide coding lor a polyi^eptidc 
which comprises an ainijio acid sequence having 95% or more of homology with the amino acid 
sequence representcNl by SHQ ID N0:2 and which is expressed spccificiilly in UA patients, anJ 
(2) a step of comparing it with an expression level of the gene in a healthy person. 

7. (original): A rheumatoid arthritis inspection kit which comprises forward snd 
reverse primers designed to specilically ampli fy 

i) a gene comprising the nucleotide sequence according to claim 3, ( r 
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ii) a gene comprising a nucleotide sequence of a polynucleotide cot injj for a polypeptide 
which comprises an iunino acid sequence having 95% or more ol liomologv with the amino a:id 
sequence represented by SHQ ID NO:2 and which is expressed spccillcallv in RA patients. 

8, (currently amended): A method for screening a sub tJince capable of 
hihibilinjj activity of a polv-peptide, comprising (1 ) a step oFaitowing a substance to be tested to 
contact with a cell expressing the polypc^itide according lo ^-kmvi-l-c^i^clain; 2 or a polypeptide 
which comprises an amino acid su]ucncc having 95% or more of homology with the ainino acid 
sequence represented by SHQ ID NO:2 and which is expressed spcciHcally in R A patients. (2 1 a 
step of analyzing whether or not activity of the polypeptide is inhibited, and (3) a step of 
selecting a substance capable of inhibiting activity of ihc polypeptide. 

9, (currently amended): The screening method accordi ig to claim 8, 
wherein the substance which inhibits the activity of the polypeptide according to oto im 1 or 
claim 2, or ofa polypeptide which comprises an amino acid sequence havii g 95% or more of 
homology with the amino acid ssequence represented by SKQ ID NO:2 and A^hich is expresscc 
specifically in RA patienls is a substance for the treatment of rheumatoid arlhritis and/or a 
substance for the treatment ol'oslcoarlhritis. 

10, (original): A method for producing a phannaceulical composition lor the 
treatment of RA and/or the treatment of osteoarthritis, comprising a step of carrying out 
screening with the tJse ol'thc screening method according to claim 8 or claim 9, and a step of 
formation using a substance obtained by the screening. 
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